


Miss Winters         Mrs Toulson       Miss Vaughan 

Dear Parents and carers, 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the year! We have been thrilled with how all the children have returned with a smile and are calm and settled. It is 
lovely to see our new reception children skipping into school and smiling each day and being so independent this early on. 

Staff have worked exceptionally hard over the summer and the environments in all three schools are looking great! We have had many visitors across 
the Federation over the last few weeks and they have complimented how amazing the schools are looking and how fabulous the behaviour and 
attitudes of the pupils is. 

As you will know from our updates last year, we are continuing to work closely with Infinity Academies Trust and they have already been in school this 
term. They were very impressed with so many aspects of our Federation and we look forward to working more closely with them as the year progresses. 

This next term, brings lots of exciting adventures for our three schools and we cannot wait to share them with you. Please keep an eye on Dates For                             

Your Diary and watch out for PMX's which will give more information. Next week, brings the first Parent's Evening of the year and the staff are looking   

                                forward to sharing how well the children have settled and how you can support them further at home. If you are remotely     

                joining us on Teams, please check you are able to log on prior to the appointment and let us know if you have any difficulties. 

                      Thank you as always for your support and kind words. 



Class 1 have had a fantastic start to the school year, we have 
welcomed lots of wonderful, smiley faces back after summer break. 
Our preschool and reception pupils have adjusted well to the full 
days at school with their eyes full of wonder and curiosity whilst 
they explore their classroom activities. We have been working hard 
with our new sounds in phonics, exploring books and using our 
imagination in drawing club. Autumn arrived at the end of 
September and when it hasn’t been raining, we have been enjoying 
some autumnal walks around Nocton to support our understanding 
of seasonal changes. Year 1 and 2 have loved how practical we are 
being in our lessons, such as making weathervanes in Geography, 
learning about nouns and verbs in English, through playing lots of 
games and using our resources in maths to support our new 
learning. We have been creating self-portraits in art and in science 
we have loved our topic ‘Animals and humans’ and have really 
enjoyed talking about our favourite animals and their diets. We have 
really impressed our teachers with how hard we have been working 
this term! Well done Class 1!

Term 1



Class One
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Class 2 have had a great start to the year and are really 
interested in our geography topic on mountains. We 
have enjoyed creating the formation of different types 
of mountains using tea towels and cake (and 
particularly enjoyed getting to eat it afterwards!) We 
are finding it fascinating to learn about what it is really 
like at the top of the world's tallest mountain in our 
class book, Everest. Recently, we all had the 
opportunity to become a part of history when we were 
asked to write our names on a stone in wax before the 
stonemasons placed it in the new chimney stack, 
where it will remain for many years to come!

Term 1



Class 2
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Congratulations! 
Spires Federation has 
received a Music Mark 
award.  Well done Mrs 
Walker for all your hard 

work.
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Wrap Around Care
Before and After School Childcare

2024/25

Our three schools offer wrap-around childcare provision for families.  You may book the day and section of time that suits you. Bookings are made up to three 

days prior through our Parentmail payments system, with an up-front charge to cover the period booked.  If you will be paying using Tax Free Childcare Vouchers, 

please select the box on PMX to make us aware. 

Breakfast Time 

For those children attending a before school session we will provide a variety of cereals, yoghurts and fruit, along with the option of toast for their breakfast. 

This will help them start their day on a nice full tummy. We aim to meet all dietary requirements, so please communicate with the WAC supervisor if you need an 

adjusted food provision.

If you book a ‘drop-off’ session only, breakfast is not provided.   

After School Time

Following our school healthy eating approach, we offer the children a light, healthy snack and fruit to keep them full until you arrive to take them home for their 

family  meal. We understand the importance of making sure the children are nutritionally balanced and will endeavor to make sure we fulfil those needs. Drinks 

and fruit will always be available throughout all sessions. 

Medication 

Should your child need to take any medication whilst at clubs please use the standard school medication form and inform us immediately.

Opening Times

We are delighted to now offer wrap around care as follows (new times and prices for 24/25):



Opening Times

We are delighted to now offer wrap around care as follows (new times and prices for 24/25):

Ideally please book and pay before term starts to secure your place.  We will try to accommodate late bookings –please contact the 

school office.

Clubs Staff

Miss Urquhart                              Dunston

Mrs Butler                                    Dunston

Mrs Colley                                    Dunston

Mrs Elliott                                    Digby

Miss Thompson-Dowse              Nocton

Please call the school office if you have any queries.

For billing queries, please email admin@spiresfederation.co.uk specifying which school your query relates to.

WAC Session Time Price

Breakfast Club 7:30am – 8:50am £5

Drop off Only 8:20am – 8:50am £2.50

After School Club 

(early twilight)

3:20pm - 4:20pm £4.50

After School Club 

(late twilight)

3:20pm - 6pm (Mon-Thurs)

3:20pm - 5:20pm (Fri)

£10

mailto:admin@spiresfederation.co.uk


WAC out of school hours contact

If you need to contact the WAC Co-Ordinator after 3:30pm.

Please use the following  number.

01526  552600
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